
BOARD OF DIRECTORS                      
Erin Anderson, Partner, Van Ness Feldman LLP
Jim Becker, Retired, Founder, SmartLab Toys  
  and becker&mayer!
Laurie Benson (X), South Puget Sound Assistant Region   
  Manager for Conservation, Recreation, and Transactions,  
  Washington State Deptartment of Natural Resources
Gary Berndt, Wildland Fire Liaison,  
  Washington State Deptartment of Natural Resources
Mark Boyar (*), President,  
  Middle Fork Outdoor Recreation Coalition
Kevin Brown,  King County Parks & Recreation
Susan Carlson, Board Chair, E3 Washington
Bill Chapman (*), Past President, Mountains to Sound     
  Greenway Trust
Dow Constantine (X), King County Executive
Kitty Craig, Deputy Director, Washington Program,  
  The Wilderness Society
Deloa Dalby, Savor Snoqualmie Valley Leadership Team
Bob Ellis, Lifetime Educator and Cyclist
Karl Forsgaard,  Manager of Implementations,  
  Thomson Reuters;   Alpine Lakes Protection Society
Kurt Fraese (*), Fraese and Associates
Hilary Franz (X), Commissioner of Public Lands,  
  Washington State Deptartment of Natural Resources
Kari Glover, Retired, Global Integration Partner, K&L Gates
Matt Grimm, Investment Professional, BMGI
Don Hoch (X), Director, 
  Washington State Parks & Recreation Commission
Laura Hoffman, Owner, Copper Ridge Farm;  Microsoft
Andrew Kenefick, Senior Legal Counsel,  
  Waste Management of Washington, Inc.
Jamie Kingsbury (X), Supervisor,  
  USFS Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
Janet N. Knox, Principal Environmental Geochemist,  
  Pacific Groundwater Group
Ken Konigsmark, Issaquah Alps Trails Club
Yvonne Kraus, Executive Director,  
  Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance
Danny Levine, President, NationAd Communications
Sharon Linton (*), Marketing Consultant, SL Connects
Lorna Luebbe, Assistant General Counsel/Director  
  Environment,  Program Services, Puget Sound Energy
Elizabeth Lunney (*), former Mountains to Sound  
  Greenway Trust Executive Director
Robert Manelski, Senior Director, 787 Program, Boeing
Gordon McHenry, Jr. (*), President & CEO, Solid Ground
Roger Millar (X), Secretary of Transportation,  
  Washington State Deptartment of Transportation
Chad Nesland, Director, Microsoft Procurement
Thomas O'Keefe, Pacific NW Stewardship Director, 
  American Whitewater
David Patton, Northwest Area Director,  
  The Trust for Public Land
Kizz Prusia, Project Associate, Triangle Associates
Charles Raines, Director Cascade Checkerboard Project,  
  Sierra Club
Janet Ray, Retired, Assistant VP, Corporate Affairs &   
  Publishing, AAA Washington
Jim Reinhardsen (*), President, Laird Norton Properties
Floyd Rogers, Environmental Advocate
Vik Sahney, The Mountaineers; American Alpine Club
Jill Simmons, Executive Director,  
  Washington Trails Association
Al Smith, Partner, Perkins Coie LLP
David Sturtevant, Retired, Vice President, CH2M Hill
Maryanne Tagney, Community at Large Representative
Chris Thomas, Senior Vice President,  Government Market 
  Head, Property & Buildings Sector, WSP USA
Harry Thomas, Chief Marketing Officer, AAA Washington
Leah Tivoli, Manager, City of Seattle
Alison Washburn, Store Manager, Bellevue REI Co-op
Joel Yoker, Principal Program Manager, Microsoft; 
  Snoqualmie Valley Youth Activities and Community Center

(*) Executive Committee Member
(X) Ex-Officio {non-voting} Director

2701 FIRST AVENUE SUITE 240 SEATTLE, WA 98121 | 206.382.5565 | INFO@MTSGREENWAY.ORG

President
Doug McClelland (*), Former Assistant Region Manager
 Washington State Department of Natural Resources

Immediate Past President
Tod McDonald (*), Co-Founder, Valid8 Financial

Secretary
Josh M. Lipsky(*), Partner, Cascadia Law Group PLLC

Treasurer, Operations Committee Chair 
Jason Broenneke (*), Partner,  KPMG LLP

Fundraising Committee Chair
Ken Krivanec (*), President,  Quadrant Homes

Board Engagement Committee Chair
Marie Quasius(*), Senior Port Counsel, Port of Seattle

Program Committee Chair
Cora Johnson (*), Geotechnical Engineer, GeoEngineers

Executive Director
Jon Hoekstra (*),  Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

MTSGREENWAY.ORG

November 27, 2019
Chelsea Benner
Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N Ruby St., Suite 2
Ellensburg WA 98926

Re:  Proposed 24-Hour Love’s Travel Stop and Country Store near Lake Easton

Dear Ms. Benner and members of Kittitas County Community Development 
Services,

We are writing on behalf of the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust about the 
proposed Love’s travel Stop and Country Store on the north side of I-90 across 
from Lake Easton in Kittitas County. 

The segment of Interstate 90 between Seattle and Ellensburg in Washington 
state is a federally-designated National Scenic Byway. Federal, state, local and 
municipal agencies have invested significantly in land conservation and attractive 
public infrastructure to ensure that this stretch of interstate highway retains 
its scenic character. Cities and towns are separated by forest, farms, grasslands 
and sweeping mountain views. Thanks to the Washington State Department of 
Transportation, counties, and municipalities, new infrastructure along Interstate 
90 is designed with nature-themed retaining walls, wildlife overpass and 
underpasses, and natural colors whenever possible. 

For the new travel stop, we encourage you to request site layout and design 
plans with a significant buffer of conifer trees between the travel stop and the 
highway, tasteful signage that is not neon or intrusive, and design to suit the 
natural character of this rural part of Kittitas County. We hope that visitors to Lake 
Easton State Park and Palouse to Cascades State Park Trail will still enjoy a tranquil 
experience in nature. 

We appreciate Washington State’s need for more truck parking and facilities, 
especially along Interstate 90, the busiest east-west route in the state. A country 
store and restaurant at this location may provide amenities to nearby residents as 
well as to visitors to both state parks. 

The Washington State Department of Transportation and State Patrol are seeking 
to locate a weigh station near Cle Elum. It is our understanding that additional 
truck parking capacity is needed in Ellensburg. Hundreds of trucks park along the 



highway in North Bend due to insufficient capacity. We encourage you and county officials – in both 
King and Kittitas counties - to plan for all this new infrastructure together so that freight needs can be 
met and balanced with the wishes of local residents and retention of the highway’s scenic character. 

Would it be possible for us to work with developers of the site to provide input on their design? Please 
contact amy.brockhaus@mtsgreenway.org or 206.327.1732 with any opportunities to comment, or if 
we can provide additional information. 

Thank you for your consideration for this important project. 

Sincerely,

Amy Brockhaus     Nicky Pasi
Deputy Director     Upper Yakima Community Coordinator

Cc: Senator Judy Warnick, 13th District, Washington State
 Representative Tom Dent, 13th District, Washington State
 Laura Osiadacz, Kittitas County Commissioner
 Brian White, Washington State Department of Transportation
 Todd Trepanier, Washington State Department of Transportation 
 Jason Both, Lake Easton and Palouse to Cascades State Parks, Washington State Parks
 Scott Griffith, Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission


